DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thursday, November 3, 2016
Today’s Prayer and Reflection:
Rejoice with me because I have found my lost sheep. (Luke 15:6)
We’ve all experienced losing something. Sometimes a quick prayer to St. Anthony is all it takes to lay our hands on a
misplaced book or a set of keys. And when we find it, we are naturally both happy and relieved.
But what about losing touch with a friend or relative? Perhaps the estrangement was sudden, the result of something hurtful
we did or experienced. Perhaps it was inadvertent—we both got busy and lost track of each other. In either case, we can’t
help wondering, “Could I have prevented this? Can I fix it?” Maybe we don’t have anything in common anymore. Over time,
we realize that this lost relationship probably won’t be found, and so we give up.
This is not how Jesus acts. He never tires of searching for us. Whether someone has been gone for years or only a few
minutes, Jesus keeps on looking and never gives up. And when he does find that person, he is thrilled to reconnect with
them again. There is no recrimination, no mistrust or hesitancy. There is only an outpouring of joy and love.
Think about the joy you feel when you are reunited with a long-lost friend. After the first awkward moments, you may pick up
right where you left off, swapping stories and filling in the details of the intervening years. You may need to share words of
explanation or forgiveness, but your relationship is stronger than ever. Both of you will probably wonder why it took so long.
Isn’t that the way it is with Jesus? It may feel awkward at first, especially if our reunion takes place in the confessional. But
whether our reunion is big or small—whether the distance between us was over leaving the Church or a nagging sin—it
doesn’t matter to him. He’s just glad to have you back! He has searched high and low, and now he has found you. He has
forgiven you for wandering, and all he wants is to renew your friendship once more. So come to him every day, and let him
rejoice over you.

“Jesus, thank you for patiently, persistently searching for me. Thank you for bringing me back to you.”

Today’s Announcements:

●

St. Patrick will hold an ACT Workshop the weekend of November 12 and 13. If you're interested in attending any of
the three sections (math, science, and/or English), see Mrs. Tavel in room 100.

●

NHS juniors, please pay your club dues to Ms. Wilkinson; seniors, to Mrs. Sutherlin. All NHS members are reminded
to bring at least three cans of food by Monday.

