DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Friday, March 24, 2017
Today’s Prayer and Reflection:
Which is the first of all the commandments? (Mark 12:28)
Jewish literature relates that a man once asked the famous Rabbi Hillel to sum up the 613 precepts of the Old Testament
Law while he stood on one leg—in other words, briefly! Hillel replied, “What you hate for yourself, do not do to your
neighbor. This is the whole Law; the rest is commentary.”
Separating himself from many of the religious leaders who were bent on destroying Jesus, one scribe asked Jesus a
similar question, but with refreshing sincerity: “Which is the first of all the commandments?” (Mark 12:28). While other
scribes saw Jesus as a threat, this man saw in him an opportunity to learn. So he posed an honest question that
expressed a concern embedded deep within every person’s heart.
This scribe’s question reflects a heart that was seeking to grasp the one single, simple principle underlying the complexity
of the Law. What foundational commandment can give meaning to all the smaller rules and regulations of religious life? Is
there a key that can unlock this riddle of our lives and guide us through the obstacles that are both around and within us?
We all yearn for answers to these questions.
The command to love God and neighbor is not just an order or duty. No one can love simply because he is told to do so!
Ultimately, loving God is a privilege, a relationship that God initiates at our baptism and that grows as we accept his words
and open ourselves to his love. It grows as we align our wills with this greatest of commandments, making daily decisions
to reflect this love in our words and deeds.
God is always reaching out to us, and every time we turn to him, we can receive his love more deeply. This experience of
his love then moves us to love him and to share this love with other people. It’s true that we have to decide to seek God
and respond to him, but these decisions can all flow from the loving relationship that God wants with us, a relationship that
grows as love is shared.
“Heavenly Father, move me by your love to be more loving today. Help me to see my life of faith as a relationship, not just
a duty.”

Today’s Announcements:
●

Prom Tickets - See Mrs. Tavel after school to purchase or if you have any questions. Monday will be the LAST
day to purchase a prom ticket. Mrs. Tavel has to submit a meal count to the Great Southern club by Tuesday
morning. Outside guest forms are due to Mr. Buckley’s office by Wednesday, March 29.

●

National Junior Honor Society members, please turn in all of your Easter basket items to Mrs. Gollott by today.

●

Track results will be posted next week. Pass Christian is watching the weather for tomorrow’s track meet, and will
announce if meet gets postponed.

