
 
  

 

 

 
 
 
Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 
 
I want to take this opportunity to thank you for investing in St. Patrick Catholic High School and 
in Catholic education.  I am confident that through the atmosphere provided by our faculty and 
staff, our St. Patrick graduates see much success after high school – and it is my ultimate goal 
and vision that our students will also excel in leadership, discipleship, character, academic 
excellence, teamwork, morality, and social justice.   
 
Each and every day, I am extremely proud to be part of this great organization and community 
that works to shape and form the lives and minds of the future of our Church and nation – know 
that it is something we do not take lightly.  I sincerely appreciate you allowing me the 
opportunity to lead this admirable school, and I am forever grateful that you allow us to be a 
part of your family and your children’s lives.      
 
I have two big announcements to share with you today… 
 

First, our tenth annual Shamrockin’ the Coast Party and Auction is set for Saturday, May 
6.  Planning is now underway, and we look forward to making this the best event yet.  It 
always proves to be a great night out with food, fellowship, fun music and dancing, and 
an overall great time.  We are set to begin selling tickets next week, so look for more 
information on our website, in your mail, and in next week’s edition of “This Week at St. 
Patrick.”  Proceeds for this fundraiser will help fund a major technology initiative that we 
are planning to begin next year. 
 

 
Second, I am excited to announce that we are in the process of getting final approval 
from the State Legislature to begin selling and producing official St. Patrick car tags.  I 
will email more information out very soon once we get final approval, but an image of 
the tag is pictured below.  We will need 300 commitments before they will begin 
printing, but I am confident that we will reach that goal very soon. 

 

 
 
I’m sure you know the history of St. Patrick… before all the festivities focused on shamrocks and 
good luck wishes, there was truly something to celebrate: a man willing to stand in the gap for 
Jesus Christ.  In his twenty-nine-year ministry, St. Patrick baptized more than 120,000 Irishmen 
and planted 300 churches.  After being held captive, he came to face and help his former 
enemies who enslaved him; he came back to help them and to do them a great favor – the 
greatest favor he possibly could.  Through his life and works, St. Patrick is credited with teaching 
that there is a cost to discipleship, but it's a cost worth paying.  And it is my belief that we must 
spread this message to others that discipleship demands of us, but it’s a cost that Christ will help 
us pay.   
 
Today, as I reflect on the day and life of our patron saint, I thought about this quote – a quote 
from The Confession of St. Patrick: "I know for certain, that before I was humbled I was like a 
stone lying in deep mire, and he that is mighty came and in his mercy raised me up and, indeed, 
lifted me high up and placed me on top of the wall. And from there I ought to shout out in 
gratitude to the Lord for his great favors in this world and forever, that the mind of man cannot 
measure."  It is my prayer that all of our students come to understand and live the true meaning 
of this statement. 

 
Thanks again for commitment to our great school.  Know that we are here for your family.  I am 
excited to join with you in celebration of the feast of St. Patrick today and every day! 
 
In Service to Christ, 

 
Matt Buckley, Principal 
St. Patrick Catholic High School 
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