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COURSE DESCRIPTION: The College Board states the following about the AP U.S. History (APUSH) course: 

“The AP U.S. History course focuses on developing students’ understanding of American history from 

approximately 1491 to the present. The course has students investigate the content of U.S. history for significant 

events, individuals, developments, and processes in nine historical periods, and develop and use the same thinking 

skills and methods (analyzing primary and secondary sources, making historical comparisons, chronological 

reasoning, and argumentation) employed by historians when they study the past. The course also provides seven 

themes (American and national identity; migration and settlement; politics and power; work, exchange, and 

technology; America in the world; geography and the environment; and culture and society) that students explore 

throughout the course in order to make connections among historical developments in different times and places.” 

Upon completion of the two-semester course, you will receive one (1) unit of high school credit. College credit may 

also be earned. 

 

You must take the AP U.S. History Examination in May, 2018.   The current cost of the exam in $93.00.    The AP 

United States History Examination is approximately a 3-hour, national College Board test administered around mid-

May.  Below you will find each of the four (4) parts of the exam along with the time allowed for each part, and the 

percentage that each part counts toward the total grade on the test: 

 

 Fifty-five stimulus multiple-choice questions (55 minutes, 40 percent) 

 Four short-answer questions (50 minutes, 20 percent) 

 One document-based question (55 minutes, 25 percent) 

 One long essay question which is chosen from a pair (35 minutes, 15 percent) 

The test is graded on a one (1) to five (5) scale, with one (1) being the lowest score and five (5) being the highest.  

Grades of three (3) to five (5) result in college credit. 

 Supply List for APUSH: 

 Textbook:  AMSCO Publisher, United States History:  Preparing for the Advanced Placement 

Examination, 2018 edition.  ISBN: 9781531113278.  The cost of the book is $18.95 without shipping.  

The book can be ordered from the following site: https://www.perfectionlearning.com/social-

studies/advanced-placement/united-states-history-ap-exam.html  It is mandatory that you order this book 

ASAP.  Make certain that you get the 2018 edition.  This edition will be available on June 1, 2017, but 

you can order it now.  It can be ordered from other sites like Amazon, but it may not be the 2018 edition of 

the book. 

 Purchase a copy of the book The Killer Angels by Michael Shaara.  You can find it at Amazon for $6.39.  

You can also probably find it at Barnes and Noble or Books a Million. 

 
 Summer Assignments Information: 

 
 Deadline – AP summer assignments must be submitted by 11:59 p.m. on Monday, July 31, 2017.  

Students who do not submit their AP summer assignments by the deadline will be dropped from the 

course. All AP summer assignments will be submitted online via the school website.  My contact 

information for questions is: oeleuterius@stpatrickhighschool.net.   

 After you have read The Killer Angels answer the questions that you will find on the school site and 
submit the questions by the deadline.  This is very important. 

 Choose a topic from American History in which there was a conflict that resulted in a compromise. You 

must research the conflict and research the compromise that resulted from the conflict.  Some examples of 

conflict and compromise are: 

 The Three-Fifths Compromise 

 The Compromise of 1850 

https://www.perfectionlearning.com/social-studies/advanced-placement/united-states-history-ap-exam.html
https://www.perfectionlearning.com/social-studies/advanced-placement/united-states-history-ap-exam.html


 The Compromise of 1877 

 The Missouri Compromise 

 The Great Compromise 

 The Cuban Missile Crisis (a conflict) and the compromise that avoided a nuclear war 

 The constitutional conflict that resulted in the compromise of the Bill of Rights  

 Conflict with American Indians and the compromise of Indian removal  

 The conflict with Alcohol that result in the compromise of Prohibition 

 Conflict between Federalists and Anti-Federalist that resulted in compromise 

 The above are just suggestions.  You can use them, but I would like to see if you could come up with your 

own.  Answer the questions that you will find on the school website about the conflict and compromise 

topic you chose. 

 Be certain that you have everything in by 11:59 p.m. on Monday, July 31, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assignment for Conflict of Compromise: 

1. List ten facts about the conflict that you chose. 

2. List ten facts about the compromise that resulted from this conflict. 

3. List ten facts about people involved in the conflict or compromise. 

4. Why do you think the conflict you chose is important? 



1. What—according to The Killer Angels—was the Civil War really fought over?  

2. How do the Confederates view the purpose of their rebellion? How does slavery fit into this? 

3. How do Joshua Chamberlain's views on slavery and racism change over time?  

4. Who is the real hero of the book, in your opinion?  

5. Why do the Confederates lose the battle? Is it because of their own tactical mistakes, or is it due to 

forces beyond their control?  

6. How do the British—represented by Arthur Fremantle—view the war? What do they find attractive and 

unattractive about the South? 

7. What are the soldiers' different reasons for fighting, on both sides? List all that you can think of.  

8. What does Buster Kilrain hope to get out of the war? What are his goals?  

9. What makes human beings "killer angels," in the words of Chamberlain's father?  

10. Would Lee have been able to win the battle if he'd taken Longstreet's advice? What might the United 

States (or Confederate States) look like today if that had happened? 

11. Why does Shaara use so many quotes as epigraphs? What perspectives are each of these quotations 

meant to illuminate (Southern, Northern, etc.)?  

12. What do you think about the Winston Churchill quote cited on the last page, after the book ends?  

13. List three quotes that you thought were important by Robert E. Lee. 

14. List three quotes that you thought were important by Longstreet. 

15. List three quotes that you thought were important by Chamberlain. 

16. Do you think this novel is historically important? 

17. What things to you think the author “made up” in the novel and did not really happen? 

18. What did you like or dislike about the novel? 

19. Why do you think the Battle of Gettysburg was so important? 

20. How does the novel end? 
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