
  
 

 

PART ONE:  Welcome! 

 
Congratulations on making the decision to enroll in AP World History!  
 
For most of you, this is your first AP class, and you’re terrified. You shouldn’t be. This will be a 
challenging, yet rewarding experience for you academically and socially. Advanced Placement World 
History (WHAP) is a thematic, college-level course designed to familiarize students with the broad 
patterns of the human experience. You will concentrate on change and continuity over time, the 
unique aspects of social institutions and the common characteristics that tie them together, and the 
dynamics of how cultural interactions have shaped history since the beginnings of recorded history. 
 
You will assume the role of historian, and will engage in a plethora of activities that encourage 
critical thinking and hone your ability to debate established historical interpretations, and express 
your educated views using primary source documents. You can become a masterful writer in 
preparation for not only the AP exam, but also your entire college/university career. Seriously, it’s so 
easy once you learn how. People have no idea. Throughout the academic year, you will compare 
cultures and look for historical patterns that stretch across units and tie all human populations 
together throughout history, and connect these patterns and trends to current situations all over the 
globe.  
 
In the end, I don’t want you to define this class as simply easy or hard.  I want you to define it as 
important.  In this class we will try and go over as much as we can about, well, everything.  Seriously, 
I mean everything from man discovering how to create fire until now. We might skip over Britney 

St. Patrick Catholic High School 
 

Advanced Placement World History 

Summer Assignment 

Hawkins 

 



Spears shaving her head, or the Angry Birds era, and pretty much all things patriotic, but that’s about 
it. So let’s get started with a few summer assignments. 
  

Grade Value: The summer assignment will be included as a Major Grade in the first quarter for AP 

World History. Failure to submit the assignment by the deadline merits removal from the course. 

 
 
 

PART TWO: Guns, Germs, and Steel: the Fates of Human Societies  

By Jared Diamond 

GUIDED READING QUESTIONS 

 

The goal of AP World History is to investigate the big ideas, concepts, and trends of history. Instead 
of focusing on minor events and occurrences, we will focus on the overarching themes that have 
shaped history and our world today. 
 
Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies is perhaps the most important historical work 
written in the last two decades. Jared Diamond won a Pulitzer Prize for the book. The book considers 
the growth of human civilization across regions and academic disciplines, explaining, for example, 
why disease impacted the development of complex societies in both the Americas and China.  
 
The book will help you begin to think about history in the global, world perspective necessary for 
the course. 
 
The book is available on Amazon for around $10 and also from local libraries for free. You do not 

need to buy a copy; we will reference the book later in the year, but you won’t need access to it. The 
ISBN number is: 978-0393317558. 
 
 

 

 

 

Read 5 of the following 9 chapters in the book: 

Prologue Yali’s Question 

Ch. 1: Up to the Starting Line 

Ch. 2: A Natural Experiment of History 

Ch. 4: Farmer Power 

http://www.amazon.com/Guns-Germs-Steel-Fates-Societies/dp/0393317552


Ch. 6: To Farm or Not to Farm 

Ch. 9: Zebras, Unhappy Marriages, and the Anna Karenina Principle 

Ch. 10: Spacious Skies and Titled Axes 

Ch. 11: Lethal Gift of Livestock 

Ch. 12: Blueprints and Borrowed Letters 

Ch. 13: Necessity’s Mother 

*Choose 1 chapter to read from 15 through the Epilogue as part of your 5 chapters. 

 

Feel free to read the rest of the book if you’d like, but you are not required to do summaries for those 

extra chapters. 

 

Directions: Format for “Big Ideas” 
 
I. Chapter Assignment  
 
For each assigned chapter, summarize the big ideas. One double spaced page per chapter is sufficient. 
Focus on the big ideas.  This is the whole point of the class after all. Make sure the words are your 
own.  
 

II. Post-reading Assignment 

After reading the book, answer five of the following questions. 

1. What question is Jared Diamond trying to answer? 

2. What is his thesis? 

3. Is he successful in supporting his thesis? Why or why not? To what extent? Are particular 

chapters stronger than others? Are any chapters particularly problematic? 

4. Do you agree with this theory? Why or why not? 

5. What would be Jared Diamond's definition of world history? 

6. How has Diamond's book affected your thinking about world history? 

7. Is Guns, Germs, and Steel the best title for this book? What title would you give to this book? 

Explain your answer. 

8. Would you recommend this book? To whom? Why or why not? 

9. Share any other reactions, thoughts, or questions you have. 

 



PART THREE: Getting to know Germany, France, and Italy via film 

Summer Film Assignments 

During the course of the school year, our class time is so valuable, that we will not be able to watch a 
complete film. Thus this assignment is a chance to do that and have a relatively painless introduction 
to some of our coursework. Note that two of these are both works of historical fiction.  This is good in 
my mind because I’m trying to teach you about themes, setting, motifs, etc. Also, made up stories are 
always more entertaining.  Schindler’s List is not historical fiction, but it is rated R. If your parents are 
fine with this, then I am too. If not, watch the others. In my mind this movie is the most important 
movie ever made. Every student must watch these JUST TWO of these movies and complete a film 
analysis for each. If you have friends who are also planning to take the course, you can all watch 
them together.  Have a little WHAP movie night if you want to, but make sure to turn in separate 
written components.  *Both of these are available to rent on iTunes, Amazon Video, etc. A local 
library also may have them.  Amazon and Wal-Mart each have copies you could order for under $10 
online.   

Les Misérables (2012) PG-13 

Schindler’s List (1993) R 

Life is Beautiful (1997) (La Vita è Bella) PG-13 
 

Film Analysis Requirements: 

For each film, number and answer the following questions.  

1. Name of Film & Year of Release  
2. Describe the plot of this film—minimum of one paragraph  
3. Describe the point of view in this film and if there is any evidence of bias—minimum of one 

paragraph  
4. Assess the validity of this film for purposes of studying World History (i.e. how historically 

accurate is it? appropriateness? knowledge conveyed? entertaining? etc.)—Minimum of two 
paragraphs  

 


