
 

  

DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Thursday, September 21, 2017 

Today’s Prayer and Reflection: 
 
As Jesus passed by, he saw a man named Matthew. 
(Matthew 9:9) 
 
Matthew probably had a lot of things going through his 
mind when he saw Jesus pass by. Let’s imagine that 
internal conversation: 
 
“Oh no, he’s looking right at me. I’ve heard so much 
about this Jesus. People say he can heal any ailment and 
has even cast out demons. He doesn’t pull any punches 
but tells it like it is. He doesn’t seem to be cowed by 
anyone, neither religious leaders nor Roman occupation 
troops. In fact, I heard he even healed a centurion’s 
servant. 
 
“But I feel stuck in the middle. I must turn over enough 
taxes to the Romans so that they won’t give my job to 
someone else, but I have to collect enough to provide for 
myself, don’t I? And if I’m not aggressive enough, other 
tax collectors are going to ruin my livelihood. 
 
“Nobody likes to pay taxes. It’s the Romans’ fault, but 
I’m the one with my hand out, so my countrymen resent 
me. The religious leaders think I’m dirty because I work 
for the Romans and handle their money. It’s hard for me 
to have any self-respect. 
 
“I’ll admit I’m curious about Jesus, but I’m also very 

busy. And yet, I can’t seem to look down and go on with 
my calculations. His eyes! It’s like he’s looking right 
into all the turmoil in my mind and heart, as if he knows 
I’m weary and fed up with it all, yet too weak to strike 
out in a different direction. 
 
“When Jesus looks at me like that, all my pretenses drop 
away. I feel so hollow inside. This can’t be all there is to 
life! There must be something worth giving my whole 
life to. 
 
“He’s about to say something: ‘Follow me.’ He’s talking 
to me! His voice isn’t loud, but suddenly those two 
words are echoing in my heart. This is the answer I’ve 
been looking for. I’m going to leave my books and my 
takings behind and go with him. 
 
“There must be others who feel the same way I’ve been 
feeling. I want to invite some of the other tax collectors 
to dinner at my house. We’re not rivals anymore. I just 
want them to meet this man who can see right into my 
heart!” 
 
Perhaps you are sitting at your “customs post” today. 
Lift your head and let Jesus look into your heart. He 
knows your weariness and confusion. He is offering you 
a role in building a kingdom that lasts forever. 
 
“St. Matthew, pray for us.” 
 

 
Today’s Announcements: 
 

● Here is the rundown of other Homecoming events we have planned this week.... 
○ Today is our Homecoming Mass and Classic Luncheon.  Teachers, please make sure your first period 

students are in compliance with today’s dress code.  Ladies, skirts must be no shorter than three inches 
above the knee, and nothing sleeveless.  Gentlemen, you will need to have a coat and tie with dress slacks. 



No jeans.  Also, we will have our Classic Luncheon today, and it is on Mr. Buckley - so lunch will be free 
for everyone. 

○ Tomorrow is the big day! We will have our Homecoming Family Picnic starting at 1:00 followed by our 
gameday pep rally at 2:00.  We are adding a new tradition this year with a pregame tailgate at 5:30, and 
the big game starts at 7:00.  Our 2017 Homecoming Court will be presented at halftime.  

○ On Saturday, our Homecoming Dance will take place at the D’Iberville Community Club from 8:00 p.m. 
to 11:00 p.m.  The court will be presented at 8:30.  This dance is a high school dance - for students in 
grades 9-12. Homecoming dance tickets are on sale in the front office and on the website for $20 each. 
Tickets will be $25 at the door.  

 
● Key club will take their yearbook picture after mass today. 

 
● Congratulations to the 2017-2018 NJHS officers: President, Anna Tran; Vice President, Gabby Quintana; 

Secretary, Dale Edwardson; Treasurer, Rachel Vivian; Sergeant at Arms, Ali Ware. 
 

● Applications are being accepted for the Gulfport Mayor's Youth Council.  Students in grades 10, 11, and 12 are 
eligible to apply.  If you are interested in applying, see Ms. Wilkinson.  

 
● Key Club and SADD/SAVE club will take club pictures today after mass. 

 
● FCA, remember to sign up and pay dues and vote for officers by the end of the week with Mr. Dellenger in room 

108. 
  

 
 
  


