DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tuesday, October 3, 2017
Today’s Prayer and Reflection:
We have heard that God is with you. (Zechariah 8:23)
“They were drawn like moths to a flame.” This is what
the prophet Zechariah might say if he were to speak this
prophecy today.
Speaking about the future restoration of Israel, Zechariah
said that foreigners from everywhere would be drawn to
the people or, more precisely, to God, who was present
in the midst of them.
Why would the people be so attracted to the Israelites?
Because they would want what the Israelites had: the
blessing of God’s favor. Maybe they would hear about
the Israelites’ amazing exodus from Egypt. Or perhaps
they would hear stories about Israel’s conquest of the
Promised Land and her defense against all the enemies
that surrounded her. Maybe it would be the way Israel
worshipped God alone rather than going after multiple
gods—and was abundantly blessed for it. Clearly, Israel
would stand out. Clearly, everyone else would see that
God was with them!
What Zechariah promised the Israelites can happen in
you. In fact, it is probably happening already, even if

you can’t see it. Many of the choices you make are
affected in some way or another by your faith. That
means the light of Christ’s presence is already within
you, so of course people will notice.
So keep shining! It doesn’t take a lot of extra effort. As
St. Francis de Sales once said, “Be who you are and be
that well.” In other words, do what God has called you to
do in your life, and do it wholeheartedly. Trust in the
goodness of God and in his grace at work in you. Relax
and lean into his presence. Don’t try too hard; just keep
reminding yourself that Christ is in you, and he will
shine out. And that will make you attractive to the
people around you. Your witness of confidence and
peace will spark people’s curiosity and draw them to
God’s life in you, just as Zechariah promised would
happen to the people of Israel.
Be who you are in Christ. By doing that, you are already
proclaiming the good news. You are already shining the
light of Christ because people will be able to see that he
is real, and he is with you.
“Thank you, Lord, for abiding with me. Use me to draw
more people to yourself.”

Today’s Announcements:
●

Happy Birthday to Caston Mestayer today!

●

Good luck to our juniors and seniors taking the ACT this morning.

●

Volunteer opportunities are needed for the OLF Halloween Carnival on October 21.  Contact Ashley Ross at
228-424-5540 or ashletyross2016@yahoo.com to sign up or for more information.

●

National Science Honor Society applications for grades 10-12 can be picked up from Ms Lawson starting this
afternoon. They are due to be returned to her at next Tuesday's meeting immediately after school in Ms Lawson's
room.

●

St. Patrick student volunteers are needed to assist with the annual St. James Fall Festival this Saturday, October 7
and Sunday, October 8.   Sign-up sheets are available in the front office.  There are many time slots available at
various game booths.  Students may obtain service hours for volunteering at the festival.  High school students
who chose St. James as their agency for service should sign up for volunteer times, too.  St. James Elementary
School is located on Cowan Road in Gulfport.

