DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thursday, November 9, 2017
Today’s Prayer and Reflection:
Wherever this water comes the sea shall be made fresh.
(Ezekiel 47:9)
The Atacama Desert in Chile is one of the driest places
on earth. It receives an average of only 0.6 inch of rain
per year. Some places have not received any rain for
more than 400 years. In 2015, however, the desert
miraculously bloomed. On a single March day,
thunderstorms brought nearly a full inch of rain. Seeds,
dried up and dormant for years, exploded in a burst of
life and color. The lifeless, dusty, and unappealing land
became a place of beauty and fruitfulness. All this
because water brought life to barren salty ground.
Today we celebrate the dedication of the Basilica of St.
John Lateran, whose domed apse contains a magnificent
mosaic featuring the river of life described in today’s
first reading. Being the cathedral for the bishop of Rome
(the pope), this church has long been considered the
headwaters for the grace that flows to all the churches
throughout the world.
The prophet Ezekiel uses this image of life-giving water

to give us a message of hope: God can bring life to our
dead places. We all have dry areas in our life where we
need God’s refreshing water, don’t we? Perhaps it’s a
broken relationship in which hurts and
misunderstandings have left us lonely or drained of love.
Maybe our prayer seems dry, and it has been a long time
since we have felt close to God. Or maybe someone we
love is suffering, and we feel helpless to change
anything and hopeless that anything will ever change.
Whatever your desert may be, know that God wants to
bring his refreshing water there. Ezekiel saw this water
flowing out from the Temple, God’s dwelling place. But
St. Paul reminds us that we are all temples of God and
that the Holy Spirit already lives in us (1 Corinthians
3:16-17). So sit quietly today. Imagine yourself stepping
into a refreshing waterfall, and invite the living water of
the Spirit to flow over and through you. Ask the Spirit to
penetrate your dry areas and revive them. Then wait
patiently on the Lord. Give him time, and trust in his
love. Your dry places can come to life!
“Jesus, let your living water flow through the barren
parts of my heart. Lord, I need your life!”
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Today’s Announcements:
●

Happy Birthday to Presley Mullinax today!

●

We are on liturgy schedule today, and will have adoration at 9:40 this morning.

●

We are excited to welcome the members of our PTO to campus this morning for our PTO meeting.

●

Students who have purchased a St. Patrick car tag may wear their spirit shirt with jeans tomorrow.  It’s not too late
to purchase a cartag.

●

The Chess Club meeting for today has been cancelled.

