
 
 

  

DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Thursday, January 11, 2018 

 

Today’s Prayer and Reflection: 
 
He stretched out his hand. (Mark 1:41) 
 
In Jesus’ day, skin diseases like leprosy had a profound 
effect on people’s relationships. Considered unclean and 
even contagious, lepers were cast out of their homes and 
villages. They were forced to keep their distance from 
anyone healthy. They could never spend time with their 
friends or embrace their children. They were alone, isolated. 
 
Most of us have probably not experienced this kind of 
physical isolation, but we might have felt other kinds of 
isolation. Maybe we feel that no one understands us or our 
struggles. Or maybe we feel unworthy of God’s love—or of 
the love of other people—because of past sins. But 
whatever isolation we may feel, Jesus wants to come to us 
and touch us, just as he did this fellow. 
 
Imagine how he must have felt: separated from all he held 
dear, struggling under the common assumption that his sins 
had caused his disease. It’s impressive that he even drew 
the courage to approach Jesus. “If you wish, you can make 
me clean,” he says (Mark 1:40). He has no doubt that Jesus 
can heal him; he just isn’t sure that Jesus wants to do it. 

You can imagine the thoughts behind his request: “I know 
you can make me clean, but you probably don’t want to. 
You probably look at me with the same revulsion that my 
neighbors have toward me. I don’t blame you if you decide 
to pass me by.”  
 
Of course, Jesus will have none of this. He stretches out his 
hand, touches the man, and heals him—both physically and 
spiritually. Through that one gesture of physical contact, he 
removes the man’s disease and welcomes him back into his 
community. This man’s heart must have thrilled at Jesus’ 
embrace. At last, he felt like he belonged again!  
 
Jesus says the same thing to us. “Of course I want to touch 
you and embrace you. Of course you belong. Of course 
you’re good enough. Yes, I know you have sins and 
challenges to deal with, but so does everyone else. You’re 
no different. Come, let me touch you and hold you close.”  
 
Jesus is always ready to touch us, to soothe our fears, to 
heal our guilty conscience. He is always ready to welcome 
us into his embrace. What a generous Savior we have! 
 
“Jesus, I need your touch today.” 
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Today’s Announcements: 
 

★ Happy Birthday to Abigail Baker and Natallie Noel! 
 

★ There will be a meeting today at 6:00 pm for March for Life participants attending with St. Patrick and your 
parents.  We will meet in the auditorium.  This meeting is important and will provide final details about the trip. 
Please make plans to attend with your parent.  

 



★ The second annual Diocese of Biloxi Walk for Life is scheduled for this Sunday, January 14, at the Cathedral. 
The event will begin with a rosary rally at 1:00 followed by mass at 1:30 celebrated by Bishop Kihneman.  The 
Walk for Life will take place after mass from the Cathedral to the Biloxi Lighthouse.  

 
★ Junior high baseball tryouts will be held this Friday after school from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Students should 

have a pair of cleats, tennis shoes, and glove.  If you would like more information, see Coach Burger. 
 

★ Students who plan to play football next year who are not currently in a weight lifting class must start attending 
after school weight training. Monday through Thursday from 3:00 pm until 4:00 pm. See Coach Bloomfield for 
more information. 

 
★ Any student that is planning on playing tennis that did not make the first tryout will need to go by Mr. Villarrubia 

in room 217 after school today.  
 

★ Spanish Honor Society, French Honor Society, and Mock Trial will take club photos after mass today. 
 
 
  


