DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Friday, January 19, 2018
Today’s Prayer and Reflection:
. . . sons of thunder. (Mark 3:17)
Has anyone ever given you a nickname? Maybe your
mother used to call you Sweetheart or Buddy. Maybe your
speed and agility led teammates to call you Flash or Arrow.
Nicknames like these can be descriptive and sometimes
humorous. But they also show closeness and affection.
When someone gives you a nickname, they are saying not
only how well they know you but how much they like you
as well.
Today we read that Jesus had a nickname for James and
John: “Sons of Thunder” (Mark 3:17). He may have chosen
this name to affirm their zeal for his kingdom or he may
have been referring to their quick temper (Luke 9:54).
Either way, we can see both in these verses and throughout
the gospels that Jesus had a great deal of affection for these
two brothers. He knew them well and loved them
completely, warts and all.
Jesus knows us fully too. He sees our strengths and love for
him along with our weaknesses and shortcomings. But he
also sees how our checkered attributes might bear fruit for

the kingdom of God. And above all else, he loves us.
Unconditionally.
It’s not always easy to see the big picture. Sometimes we
overlook our flaws and emphasize our strengths, but more
often, we focus on our weaknesses and feel inadequate. We
allow our faults to obscure our potential. We miss the
goodness that God has placed in us and dismiss our
capacity for holiness.
What nickname do you think Jesus has for you? Maybe it’s
Smiley, because of your cheerful nature. Or maybe he calls
you Steady Eddy, in honor of your faithfulness. Or maybe
your nickname refers to your tendency to overthink a
situation before taking action. Let this nickname highlight
what is good and holy in you, even as it speaks of God’s
affection for you. Ponder what strengths he has given you
and how he might use them. And laugh a little when you
realize that, like James and John, you still need some
refining. Don’t worry—the same God who worked patiently
with the Sons of Thunder will work in you.
“Jesus, thank you for loving me. Use me to build your
kingdom.”
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Today’s Announcements:
★ Emily Fontan and Ms. Moon will be celebrating their birthdays this weekend. Happy Birthday!
★ To clarify on outerwear... students who are eligible to wear jeans may wear any St. Patrick outerwear on jean
days. Students in regular uniform dress should only be in approved uniform outerwear. No one should wear a
non-St. Patrick jacket, sweatshirt, pullover, at any time!

★ Nativity BVM will be having a Catholic schools presentation at mass on January 28 at 9:00. If you are planning
to attend that mass and would like to participate, please see Mrs. Rosetti this week.
★ The staff of Aisling would like to thank everyone who has submitted their work for the upcoming issue and would
like to announce that the deadline for submissions has been extended to Monday, January 22. We are looking for
your artwork, writings, and photography. Submissions may be sent through the school's website under Student
Life or hand delivered to Mr. Hewes in room 105.

