DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Monday, February 26, 2018
Today’s Prayer and Reflection:
Great and awesome God, you who keep your merciful
covenant toward those who love you . . . (Daniel 9:4)
Awesome . . . Merciful . . . Covenant. Doesn’t this sound
like a strange way to begin a prayer of repentance? And yet
here is Daniel, confidently proclaiming God’s love before
he starts confessing his sins and the sins of his people!

Is that the way you look at God? If it isn’t—if instead you
see him as critical and overbearing in his demands—you’ll
either avoid coming to him, or you will be so bound in guilt
that you’ll spend your whole prayer time confessing your
sins and bemoaning your lack of faith.
Don’t fall into either trap! Your heavenly Father is too
good, too generous, for that! Take Daniel as your model.
Believe that the God you are confessing to is a loving,
merciful Father. Recall his goodness to you over the years.
Think about Jesus’ willingness to endure the cross just so
that you could be redeemed. He wouldn’t go through all of
that and then withhold his forgiveness, would he?

How could Daniel be so certain that God would forgive
him? Perhaps because he had history on his side. Time after
time, God had shown Daniel how much he treasured him.
He provided for his swift promotion through the ranks of a
Gentile kingdom. He saved him in the lion’s den and from a
conspiracy to have him killed. Clearly, God was committed So go ahead and proclaim and trust in God’s mercy and
to Daniel!
love for you. Go ahead and confess your sins to him. You
don’t have to fear condemnation. Just keep Daniel’s words
Daniel had no problem being honest about his sins and
in the forefront of your mind, and you’ll do fine: “Yours, O
those of his people. He didn’t keep anything a secret, even
Lord, our God, are compassion and forgiveness” (Daniel
though he knew that justice wasn’t exactly on his side
9:9).
(Daniel 9:7). Having experienced God’s covenant of mercy
over and over again and trusting that he was safe in God’s
“Lord, help me lay my sins at your feet so that I can know
presence, he knew he could come clean before the Lord.
true freedom.”
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Today’s Announcements:
★ We will be administering the ACT tomorrow to all sophomores and juniors. Classroom rosters and locations have
been sent to your student email. Everyone will report directly to their testing room by 8:15 tomorrow morning.
★ Student Council is hosting a movie night on Wednesday, February 28, for all St. Patrick students and their
families. Make sure to bring your lawn chairs and blankets to the south courtyard at 6:30 to watch The Sandlot
and snack on popcorn and drinks. The event is free!

★ The French Club will extend its Mardi Gras bead drive until Friday. Please bring in Mardi Gras beads for
recycling and help provide jobs for adults with disabilities.
★ Juniors, applications for Girls' and Boys' State are available. See the website for more information and to
download your application. If you have any questions, see Ms. Wilkinson.
★ This Friday morning there will be an FCA Chapter meeting in the auditorium at 7:50.
★ The library will be closed today during lunches and fourth period.

