
  

DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Thursday, September 13, 2018 

 

Today’s Prayer and Reflection: 
 
Be merciful, just as also your Father is merciful. (Luke 
6:36) 
 
One of the reasons Jesus’ teaching on mercy is so 
challenging is that we face many opportunities to practice it 
each day. Like many other challenges, our best defense is a 
good offense. We are better able to rise to these challenges 
if we prepare ourselves for them in advance. So what can 
we do? What attitudes come before mercy? 
 
First there’s love. When Jesus commands us to be merciful, 
he is essentially telling us to follow the way of love. Love 
doesn’t seek retribution or “brood over injury” 
 
(1 Corinthians 13:5). That’s why Jesus tells his followers to 
“bless those who curse you” and “pray for those who 
mistreat you” (Luke 6:28). So out of love, when a family 
member says something hurtful, try to hold your tongue 
instead of lashing out. When someone cuts you off while 
you’re driving, pray for that person instead of reacting with 
anger. 
 
There’s also understanding. Pope Francis has said that we 
are all “a complex mixture of light and shadows” (The Joy 

of Love, 113). So before you take offense or respond in a 
negative way, ask yourself, “What might be causing this 
person to act in this way?” If you step back and take the 
time to understand a person and the complicated factors that 
might lead people to do what they do, you may find it easier 
to be compassionate and thus merciful. 
 
Third, there’s self-awareness. You too are a mixture of 
“light and shadows.” Yet it’s so very easy to see the plank 
in a brother’s or sister’s eye but fail to see the beam in your 
own (Matthew 7:3). When you regularly examine your 
heart, you are constantly reminded of your own 
weaknesses. As you become more alert to your own need 
for God’s compassion and forbearance, it becomes easier to 
forgive other people and show them mercy. 
 
Because we are a work in progress, we will probably 
always struggle with the call to be merciful. But how 
blessed we are that God is merciful to us! As we do our part 
to prepare our hearts, he will pour out his grace upon us day 
by day. May we become his face of mercy to all we 
encounter each day! 
 
“Jesus, grant me the grace this day to show mercy, just as 
your Father has shown me mercy.” 
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Today’s Announcements: 
 

★ Happy Birthday to Adam Tran today! 
 

★ We will follow the liturgy bell schedule today, and we will have our Homecoming Mass at 9:40 this morning.  
 

★ Homecoming dance tickets are still on sale in the front office and online in the Fighting Irish Spirit Store. They 
are $20 per ticket in advance and $25 per ticket at the door.  
 



★ Senior baby pictures are due Friday, September 21, and the senior college t-shirt picture will be September 21 
during lunch.  Senior quotes are due Friday, September 28 to Marie Seicshnaydre.  If quotes are not approved, 
students have three days to submit a new quote, or a bible verse will be chosen for them! 

 
★ St. Patrick Ambassador applications are due to the front office by 3 p.m. this Friday, September 14. 

 
★ Homecoming shirts will be distributed during first period tomorrow morning. 

 
★ Come support your eighth grade girls basketball team at the Friday night homecoming game.  They will be selling 

chicken shawarma sandwiches for $5 so they can buy jackets for their team 
 

★ NJHS applications are due today by 3:30 to Mrs. Mays in room 103 or Dr. Casey in room 118. 
 

★ Reminder that Interact Club $5 dues for grades 9-12 are due to Ms Lawson by next Wednesday. 


