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ADVENT 
Beginning the Church's liturgical year, Advent (from, "ad-venire" in Latin or "to come 
to") is the season encompassing the four Sundays (and weekdays) leading up to the 
celebration of Christmas. 

Since the 900’s Advent has been considered the beginning of the Church year. This 
does not mean that Advent is the most important time of the year. Easter has always 
had this honor. 

The Advent season is a time of preparation that directs our hearts and minds to Christ’s 
second coming at the end of time and also to the anniversary of the Lord’s birth on 
Christmas. The final days of Advent, from December 17 to December 24, focus 
particularly on our preparation for the celebrations of the Nativity of our Lord 
(Christmas). 

 “Advent is a journey towards Bethlehem. 

May we let ourselves be drawn 

By the Light of God made man.” 

                                                          Pope Francis  
 

FAMILY ADVENT WREATH 
Traditionally, Advent wreaths are constructed of a circle of evergreen branches into which 
four candles are inserted, representing the four weeks of Advent.  Ideally, three candles 
are purple and one is rose, but white candles may be used. (Book of Blessings 1510) 

The purple candles in particular symbolize the prayer, penance, and preparatory sacrifices 
and goods works undertaken at this time. The rose candle is lit on the third Sunday, 
Gaudete Sunday, when the priest also wears rose vestments at Mass; Gaudete Sunday is 
the Sunday of rejoicing, because the faithful have arrived at the midpoint of Advent, when 
their preparation is now half over and they are close to Christmas. 

The progressive lighting of the candles symbolizes the expectation and hope surrounding 
our Lord’s first coming into the world and the anticipation of his second coming to judge 
the living and the dead.  Each year in Advent people wait once again in darkness for the 
coming of the Lord, His historical coming in the mystery of Bethlehem, His final coming 
at the end of time, and His special coming in every moment of grace. 

We hope that SPCHS families will gather around their home wreath to light the 
appropriate candle and offer prayers during this Advent Season.       

 

 

Upcoming Events 

December 5 

Senior Retreat 

December 6 

Mass 

December 13 

Campus Ministry Advent Skit 
 

Holy Reminders 
ü St. John Vianney’s 

incorrupt heart 
exposed for 
veneration at St. Rita’s 
Church in New 
Orleans on Dec. 1st & 
2nd.  Google for info. 

ü Ministry Experience 
Hours are due Dec. 
14th.  Seniors on Dec. 
12th. 

ü Ministry Experience 
Hours are the exam 
grade in all Theology 
Classes. 
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Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception takes place on December 8th in the Catholic 
Church. It is celebrated nine months before the feast of the Nativity of Mary, which is 
celebrated on September 8th. The Immaculate Conception is a dogma maintaining that 
from the moment when she was conceived the Blessed Virgin Mary was kept free of 
original sin and was filled with the sanctifying grace normally conferred during baptism.  
The doctrine of the Immaculate Conception is not to be confused with the conception of 
Jesus. His conception is called the Incarnation.    

“The most Blessed Virgin Mary, in the first instant of her conception, by a singular grace 
and privilege granted by almighty God, in view of the merits of Jesus Christ, the savior 
of the human race, was preserved free from all stain of original sin.” 

                                                                                                                           Pope Pius IX 

Advent Family Ideas 

Ø Shop for a Christmas present for a needy child. 
Ø Family reading of the Christmas story from the Bible.  
Ø Visit a home for the elderly and had out homemade treats. 
Ø Make and decorate a birthday cake for Jesus. 
Ø Visit friends’ houses to sing Christmas carols and hand out 

candy canes.  
Ø Create and mail a Christmas card to a family member, 

friend, or soldier.   
Ø As a family enjoy your favorite Christmas movie with some 

popcorn. 
Ø Decorate your Christmas tree and arrange your family 

manger scene. 
Ø Wear Santa hats and take some treats to your local pet 

shelter. 
Ø Family bell ringing for the Salvation Army 
Ø Visit a “live” Nativity scene or Christmas concert.   
Ø Attend your parish Advent Reconciliation Service. 

Email family photos from the Advent ideas to Mrs. Rosetti for our 
social media sites: erosetti@stpatrickhighschool.net  

 

 

 

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year! 

 

 

 
The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe is 
observed in the United States on December 
12th, commemorating the apparitions of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary to St. Juan Diego in 
December 1531 and the subsequent 
miracle of her image being impressed upon 
his tilma (a rough cloak woven from cactus 
fibers). 

“Am I not here, who is your Mother? 
Are you not under my protection? Am 
I not your health? Are you not happily 
within my fold? What else do you 
wish? Do not grieve nor be disturbed 
by anything.” 

               Our Lady to St. 
.Juan Deigo 

 

 

 

 

 

Each month Pope Francis asks for our prayers for a specific intention. You are invited to answer 
the Holy Father's request and to join with many people worldwide in praying for this intention.  
December’s intention is In the Service of the Transmission of Faith.  That people, who are 
involved in the service and transmission of faith, may find, in their dialogue with culture, a 
language suited to the conditions of the present time.  


