DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Wednesday, December 12, 2018
Today’s Prayer and Reflection:
Today we celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to
me according to your word. (Luke 1:38)
Mary and St. Juan Diego probably never imagined that God
would give them a major role to play in his plan of
salvation. Neither of them had any special training or
standing in society. But look what a difference they made.
They changed history!
Mary was a young girl from a poor family living in the
backwater town of Nazareth. On the day the angel Gabriel
appeared to her, she was probably doing what she did every
other day: helping her family with household chores. She
must have been shocked that God had chosen her to bear
God’s son. And yet despite her surprise, Mary said yes.
Fifteen hundred years later, Mary appeared to a peasant
named Juan Diego. She asked this humble Aztec Indian to
go to the bishop and request that he build a church in her
honor. Juan immediately obeyed, but the bishop asked him
to return another day. The next time Mary appeared to him,
Juan Diego told her about the failure of his mission and
urged her to find someone more influential. But Mary said,

“My little son, there are many I could send. But you are the
one I have chosen.”
So Juan Diego returned to the bishop, who then asked for a
sign that the apparition was real. Mary told Juan Diego to
find roses growing on a hillside in winter. He gathered the
flowers in his tilma and returned to the bishop. When he
opened the tilma, he found an image of Mary dressed as an
indigenous woman imprinted on the cloak. Convinced, the
bishop built the church, and the miracles associated with
these visions brought nearly nine million Aztecs to the
Lord.
God could easily turn hearts and change minds by simply
calling out from heaven in a big booming voice. But that’s
not how he works. Throughout history, he chooses humble
people to make his message heard and to change the world.
So don’t be surprised if God calls you. You may not feel
qualified, but God thinks otherwise. Just keep following
him, and you will change the world.
“Lord, help me to be as willing as Mary and St. Juan Diego
to say yes to you!”
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Today’s Announcements:
★ Happy Birthday to Mrs. Collier today!
★ The following clubs will be photographed tomorrow during fifth and sixth periods: Junior High Student Council,
High School Student Council, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Chess Club, SAVE Club, French Honor Society,
Big Buddies, Mu Alpha Theta.

★ Deacon Buddy at St Thomas Catholic Church in Long Beach is hosting a drive for the Stone County Correctional
Facility and the Harrison County Prison. The items needed include: white men and women's crew socks, mens
and womens deodorant, shampoo, body wash, and hard candies. Please bring your items to your first period
classes. All items are due by December 14th. Thank you for your participation. The inmates at the prison get so
excited when they receive socks for Christmas.
★ The Fighting Irish varsity men's basketball team defeated Purvis last night 36-26 to improve to 10 wins and 0
losses. The Irish were led by Drew Roth, Jay Parker, Michael Moeller and a suffocating defense that held the
Tornadoes in check. The Irish will host Sacred Heart Friday and travel to Lamar Christian Saturday.
The Irish junior varsity team defeated Purvis 46-33 last night. Nick Krass scored 15 points to led the Irish.

