DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thursday, February 21, 2019
Today’s Prayer and Reflection:
Who do you say that I am? (Mark 8:29)
During their journey to the district of Caesarea Philippi,
Jesus asked this question of his close friends. The people in
the crowds thought he was one of the great prophets, like
John the Baptist, who challenged Herod’s sinful lifestyle, or
Elijah, who had humiliated five hundred false prophets in a
single demonstration. But what did the Twelve say about
him? It turns out that they were not very clear either.
Peter knew that Jesus was the Messiah, but to him it meant
that Jesus had supernatural power, a divine purpose, and a
special relationship with God. He couldn’t imagine the
deeper and more costly answer to this question—an answer
that involved the cross.
How different are God’s ways from ours! He sent his Son,
not as a fiery prophet like Elijah or John the Baptist, but as
a suffering servant who would offer his own life in order to
atone for our sins and reconcile us to God. Through Jesus,
the cross has become the fountain from which every grace
and blessing flows: deliverance from sinful patterns, relief
from the anxieties of legalistic observance, wisdom for
living in the world, and freedom from the powers of

darkness. This instrument of death has now become the way
to freedom and life in a way that a worldly, powerful
Messiah could never be.
Who do you say Jesus is? What does it mean for you to
embrace the cross? The two questions go hand in hand, for
a crucified Messiah must have crucified followers. God
wants us to take up the inner battle of saying no to fallen
ways of thinking and acting so that we can begin to enjoy
life in his presence. The only way we will find strength for
that battle is if we fix our gaze on Jesus, the crucified
Messiah, in prayer and ask the Spirit to help us focus on
Jesus and his love rather than on ourselves.
Today, let the Spirit lead you to the cross. Let him lead you
to deeper freedom—perhaps through repentance, through
greater patience, or through stronger love. Listen for his
still, small voice as he whispers words of encouragement
and correction. Trust that as you follow him, he will lead
you from death to life.
“Jesus, I believe that you are the Messiah. Thank you for
offering your life for me!”
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Today’s Announcements:
★ Happy Birthday to Knox Brogdon, Ray Frazier, James Frazier, Micah Gollott, and Gabriela Quintana!
★ We are on liturgy schedule today - we will celebrate mass at 9:40 this morning. We are excited to welcome Fr.
Greg Barras to campus this morning.
★ The pizza luncheon for the Class of 2023 - the winning class of the Catholic Schools Week Quarter Challenge will be held next Wednesday, February 27.

★ Students who are planning to apply for the Emerging Leadership Scholarship for Notre Dame Vision this summer,
should turn in applications with a $100 deposit to the front office by this Friday morning. Bragg Moore will be
picking these up on Friday. If you have any questions, please contact the Office of Youth Ministry at the Diocese.
★ Pasta for Pennies will continue into next week. There has been intense competition so far between classes, and
over $500 was raised on Monday with our Duct Tape Challenge. Don't forget that you may have family and
friends donate online, and that money will go toward your first period class's total. Check our website and social
media for the link, or ask your teacher to email the link to your class (classes can create their own class link).
There is a competition this week between schools to get the most online donors. Whichever school has the most
online donors (not donations) will receive a $50 gift card to Walmart. If your student page raises $50, you are also
eligible to receive a free t-shirt! Let's get those online donations going! Post to Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat,
Twitter, and let's help LLS find a cure for blood cancers!

