DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Friday, February 8, 2019
Today’s Prayer and Reflection:
Let . . . love continue. (Hebrews 13:1)
For the past three weeks, we have been puzzling over some
of Scripture’s most challenging theological subjects in the
Letter to the Hebrews. But now that we have come to the
last section of the letter, one thing becomes abundantly
clear: love is what matters most.
It’s easy to miss unless you look at the original Greek text.
First, there is an exhortation to continue brotherly love or
philadelphia. Next, there is a reminder not to forget
hospitality, or philoxenia, which is love of strangers. The
passage goes on to talk about honoring marriage, which, of
course, is all about marital love. And finally, it talks about
remaining free from the love of material things. Love is all
over this passage!

caring for one particular family member at the expense of
another—or at the expense of reaching out to people who
don’t have any family to speak of. No matter what area of
our lives we are contemplating, the central question should
always be: “Is love present?”
When you need to make a decision, ask, “Will I be showing
love well if I do this?” Even if it’s a choice between two
good and honorable options, you can ask, “Which of these
will make love grow the most?” By thinking this way, you
are inviting the Holy Spirit into your decision making and
asking him how you can best reveal God’s character to the
people around you.
How can you love a little bit more today? How can the
Holy Spirit help you be guided by the “love” test? No
matter what the situation, it always comes down to
love—the love that drove Jesus to the cross, the love that
will keep us close to him, and the love that compels us to
reach out to other people.

All of these areas of love are equally important, and in
many cases they can be intertwined. We might welcome
guests into our home, for example, but forget to let our
spouse and children know in advance—or forget to consider “Jesus, help me to love as you have loved: completely and
the impact on our budget. Or we might spend a lot of time
generously.”
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Today’s Announcements:
★ Happy birthday to Cameron Parsons! Celebrating a birthday this weekend are Colin Cloud and Delaney Mallett.
★ Today is the last day to sign up for Diamond Girls. If you are interested in becoming a Diamond Girl, have your
application turned in to the front office by the end of the day today.
★ Even though we were defeated last night against North Forest, the Lady Irish Varsity Women’s Basketball Team
finished the regular season in second place, which is tied for the highest finish in team history. So, a big
congratulations to all the players this year; job well done. And, good luck next week in the region tournament
held here.

★ The following is the updated leaderboard for the CSW Quarter Challenge:
Class of 2022 -37
Class of 2020 -22
Class of 2023 60
Class of 2024 70
Class of 2021 91
Class of 2019 230
This is as of this morning, the final count will be at 3:00 today.

