
 
 

  

DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Thursday, December 12, 2019 

Today’s Prayer and Reflection: 
 
Do not be afraid, Mary. (Luke 1:30) 
 
Mary was “greatly troubled,” both by the sudden and 
unexpected appearance of an angel and by what the angel 
said to her (Luke 1:29). But the angel assured her: “Do not 
be afraid” (1:30). What a consoling message this must have 
been! 
 
Skip ahead to the year 1531. Mary appears to Juan Diego 
on Tepeyac Hill near Mexico City. She asks him to go to 
the bishop to request that he build a chapel there in her 
honor. The bishop wants a sign, and Mary promises that she 
will give one to Juan the next day. In the meantime, 
however, Juan’s uncle falls ill, causing him to miss his 
appointment with Mary. Of course, he’s upset about his 
uncle and afraid because he failed to come when he said he 
would. But when Mary appears to Juan Diego again, she 
says, “Do not be grieved or be disturbed by anything. Am I 
not here, I, who am your Mother?” 
 
You probably know the rest of the story. Mary gives Juan 
Diego a sign for the bishop: roses that had bloomed in the 
winter. Juan gathers them in his tilma, and when the roses 

fall to the ground, the beautiful image of Our Lady appears 
on the tilma. Seeing the image, the bishop accepts Mary’s 
request. 
 
These stories remind us that while fear is a natural response, 
the way we deal with our fears is more important. Mary’s 
response, “May it be done to me according to your word,” 
was a declaration of trust in the Lord (Luke 1:38). Juan 
Diego too responded with trust, not letting fear or worry 
prevent him from meeting again with Mary or going back to 
the bishop. 
 
How do you wrestle with fear? It’s easy to let fear keep us 
from doing what God is asking of us. But Mary and Juan 
Diego show us how to respond: with trust and a decision to 
move ahead, despite our fears. God understands our fears, 
but he doesn’t want them to paralyze us. So on this feast 
day, remember the angel’s words to Mary and take them to 
heart: “Do not be afraid” (Luke 1:30). The God who loves 
you, who has been with you every step of the way, will not 
let you down. 
 
“Lord, though I may be afraid, I will trust in you!” 
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Today’s Announcements: 

 
- Happy Birthday to Mrs. Collier! 

 
- Today is day 5 of the advisement rotation. 

 
- The prison ministry project is ongoing; please bring in white crew socks, travel size items such as deodorant, 

shampoo, and body wash and place them in the box in the foyer.  
 



- Track and field sign ups for junior high and varsity teams will be until this Friday with Coach Dellenger in room 
108. 
 

- For the engineering students fifth period, we will continue to meet in room 202. 
 

- FCA members are to turn in their unwrapped children's gifts by this Friday to Coach Dellenger's room 108. 
 

- National Honor Society Members,  if you purchased a t-shirt, Ms. Wilkinson will be in the lobby during lunch. 
Please make sure to get yours.  There are a few extras, which will be on sale next week. Also, please read your 
email about service hours. 
 

- Students attending March for Life with St. Patrick must submit your permission form and medical release to Mrs. 
Cloud by this Friday.  Remember, it needs to be notarized on both sides.  Mrs. Collier can help you with this if 
needed.  If you did not attend the meeting to pick up a permission slip, please see Mrs. Cloud today! 
 
 
 
 


