
 
 

  

DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Wednesday, December 18, 2019 

Today’s Prayer and Reflection: 
 
Joseph . . . did as the angel of the Lord had commanded 
him. (Matthew 1:24) 
 
Do you want a great piece of advice? Expect the 
unexpected. Everyone knows that the best-laid plans can 
change in an instant. Yet when the unexpected happens, we 
can still get rattled by it. It seems that we really didn’t 
expect the unexpected after all! 
 
Joseph’s plans were all set. He loved Mary. The two of 
them had already been betrothed. All that was left was the 
final ceremony; then they could finally live together as 
husband and wife. But then the unexpected happened: Mary 
became pregnant before they had come together. What was 
Joseph to do? He came up with Plan B: quietly divorce 
Mary to save her reputation. But then the unexpected 
happened again. An angel appeared to him in a dream and 
showed him God’s plan: Mary had conceived by the Holy 
Spirit and would bear a son who would save his people 
from their sins. 
 
Can you imagine how Joseph felt at this point? He must 
have been shaken to the core. Yet despite all these 

surprises, he was able to give up control and accept the 
unexpected because of his faith. Joseph believed that God is 
good. He trusted that if this was God’s plan as the angel had 
said, then something good would come out of it. So instead 
of complaining or doubting this new turn of events, he took 
Mary into his home. And as a result, Mary had the support 
she needed to bring Jesus into the world. 
 
We have all been in situations when we are faced with Plan 
B or C or even D. Sometimes these are minor annoyances, 
but other times it’s something momentous. In all these 
cases, we face the challenge of giving up control and 
yielding to something new, unfamiliar, and maybe even 
frightening. 
 
When that happens, think of Joseph. Even if he didn’t 
expect the unexpected, he accepted what God had in store 
for him and moved forward in faith. Let’s pray for the grace 
to do the same. 
 
“Father, I know that your plan is always good. Give me the 
grace to trust you even when I do not understand it.” 
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Today’s Announcements: 

 
- Happy Birthday to Ethan Gianelloni, Elijah Lewis and Christopher Warren! 

 
- We would like to wish good luck to everyone on first and second period exams today. 

 
- This week, all seventh and eighth grade students will stay in their homeroom advisement class. 

 



- Students, today through Friday will be our semester exams.  Semester exams count as 15% of your semester 
grade.  The exam bell schedule is in your handbook and on our website. Friday, December 20, will be a 12:30 
dismissal time.  To avoid interruptions of students testing, checkouts are not permitted during exam periods. 
Students who are absent and miss an exam must have been granted prior approval in order to make up the exam 
missed. For more information or to request prior approval, please contact Dr. Buckley.  
 

- The lost and found is overflowing with fleece jackets and other items, if you believe you have lost anything please 
come to the front office and claim it. 
 

- If any ninth through twelfth grade girls are interested in becoming a diamond girl for the spring baseball season, 
the sign up sheet is on Coach Buckley's door in room 107.  You may also sign up with Alaina Olsen. 
 

- The library will be closed during first lunch today due to exams.  Also, the library will close Friday at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 


