
 
 

  

DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Friday, December 20, 2019 

Today’s Prayer and Reflection: 
 
 Then the angel departed from her. (Luke 1:38) 
 
Christmas Day is often the culmination of weeks of 
preparation and anticipation. The festivities—liturgical 
celebrations, gift exchanges, special meals, and family 
visits—may even linger on through New Year’s Day. 
 
But then it’s over. A feeling of flatness sets in as life returns 
to normal. Do you think Mary experienced something like 
that? After the angel Gabriel appeared and made his 
astounding invitation, St. Luke says simply, he “departed 
from her” (Luke 1:38). Maybe a sense of awe lingered for a 
time, but then Mary had to return to normal. That must have 
been quite a feat, knowing what she knew while she cooked 
and cleaned, drew water from the village well, and washed 
clothes. God had done something remarkable in her, but the 
mundane beckoned. 
 
Yes, the angel may have departed from Mary, but she didn’t 
forget his message. No doubt, she continued to ponder the 
significance of “full of grace” and what the “power of the 
Most High” overshadowing her might mean (Luke 1:28, 
35). Surely she turned her thoughts to bearing a child 

destined to be “called holy, the Son of God” (1:35). She had 
accepted God’s words, and now it was time to let those 
words grow and take shape in her heart, even as the child 
grew and took shape in her womb. 
 
What a model! For nearly four weeks now, you have 
prepared for Christmas. Maybe God has spoken to you or 
moved your heart in some way. Perhaps his word has grown 
in you. And he’s not done yet. There are still four more 
days of Advent—followed by the whole Christmas season! 
 
And then what? Life will return to normal. But like Mary, 
you can hold on to these things and continue to ponder 
them. Maybe start writing down some of the ways you have 
seen God working—perhaps the time you felt more at peace 
in Mass or when you were able to say no to a persistent 
temptation. You can write out a Scripture verse from Mass 
that struck you or a prayer intention that you want to keep 
offering. Then, when the “normal days” come, you can 
keep pondering these words and let Jesus grow in you. 
 
“Holy Spirit, help me to hold on tightly to the things you 
have been saying this Advent.” 
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Today’s Announcements: 

 
- Happy birthday to Hayden Hall! 

 
- We would like to wish good luck to everyone on their sixth and seventh period exams today. 

 
- The library will close today at 1:00 p.m. 

 



- Our bus routes will run this afternoon; however, many of the elementary schools will be closed.  Students and 
parents should make arrangements to be picked up from the bus stop as soon as the bus arrives.  


