
 
 

  

DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Monday, January 6, 2020 

Today’s Prayer and Reflection: 
 
[Jesus] left Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum. 
(Matthew 4:13) 
 
Finally, Jesus’ hidden life has come to an end. Through his 
baptism and his time of fasting in the desert, his mission has 
come into clearer focus. So now what? 
 
We might expect Jesus to journey south to the capital city 
of Jerusalem. The educated, the pious, the highborn, the 
political leaders—most of them were in Jerusalem. Surely 
they would be the most likely to welcome his message. But 
Jesus headed north instead, into Zebulun and Naphtali, 
“Galilee of the Gentiles” (Matthew 4:15). 
 
As usual, Jesus does the opposite of what we might expect. 
Zebulun and Naphtali were the first of the Israeli territories 
to succumb to invasion by Assyria eight centuries before 
the birth of Jesus. By Jesus’ time, the Jews there had 
blended in with the various pagan peoples in their midst. In 
this hodgepodge of humanity, there were few religious 
experts. Just fishermen and craftsmen keeping the faith as 
best they could in the midst of challenge and hardship. It 
was these folks who had the privilege of first hearing Jesus’ 

proclamation that the kingdom of heaven was at hand. It 
was the ones who had suffered the most, those who most 
needed to hear good news—and who least expected it. 
 
Isn’t that the way God often reaches out to us? Yes, he 
faithfully meets us in “Jerusalem,” in our religious moments 
and practices. But he also delights in entering into our 
“Galilee of the Gentiles,” the places where we have been 
defeated or disappointed, the places of our loss and 
resentment, all the wounded places that can so easily 
become breeding grounds for sin and division. 
 
This means we shouldn’t just expect to see Jesus while we 
are at church or doing a service project. He comes to us as 
we weep over loss. He comes to us when we are fuming 
over a perceived insult or gloating over a hard-fought 
victory against a competitor. He shares everyday life with 
us—the traffic frustrations, the joys of family, all the 
misunderstandings and successes. Yes, Jesus’ kingdom is at 
hand. It’s right here, right where we are. 
 
“Jesus, help me see your kingdom at hand, not just in 
sacred moments, but throughout my day.” 
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Today’s Announcements: 

 
- Happy birthday to Ellie Gillam and Jadon Turner! 

 
- Happy New Year!  Welcome back - we are excited to begin the second semester today! 

 
- Everyone will receive their second semester schedule during first period today.  If there are issues or problems 

with your schedule, fill out the schedule change request form on the school website.  All students are to follow the 



schedule they receive.  This includes athletic periods.  Everyone must follow the schedule that is listed in 
PowerSchool.  
 

- We would like to congratulate the Lady Irish Varsity Basketball team on their victory Friday night against Perry 
Central. We won 77-39.  Players of the game were Alayna Miller, Gabby Patino, Emilee Nolte, Quinlan Pisciotta, 
and Chandler Wheeler.  Congratulations ladies! 
 

- Engineering will meet in room 202 today and tomorrow. 
 

- We will have track trials and an information meeting for runners, pole vault, and throwing at the stadium this 
Friday after school for one hour; those who are in a winter sport are excused from the trials.  Please see Coach 
Dellenger if you have questions. 
 

- Over the weekend, the Lady Irish soccer team went 1-1 getting a 3-0 win against Gautier.  Goals were scored by 
Jessica Harrison, Linda Mustered, and Beyla Bleichner. 


