
 
 

  

DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Wednesday, January 8, 2020 

Today’s Prayer and Reflection: 
 
They were completely astounded. (Mark 6:51) 
 
“Does not compute.” In older television shows, when we 
still imagined artificial intelligence having limitations, a 
robot would make that statement when given a command or 
information that did not make sense according to its 
programming. It would then go back to reassess the data. 
 
In his Gospel, Mark shows us how an encounter with Jesus 
was so extraordinary that people seemed to react almost like 
one of those robots. 
 
When Jesus freed a man from an unclean spirit at 
Capernaum, “the people were astonished” (Mark 1:22). 
Does not compute! 
 
When he taught in the synagogue of his hometown, people 
were utterly “astonished” (Mark 6:2). Does not compute! 
 
And in today’s Gospel, when Jesus walks across the water 
to the disciples in their boat, they “were terrified” (Mark 
6:50). And “their hearts were hardened,” or in another 
translation, “their minds could not grasp” what Jesus had 
done (6:52). Does not compute! 
 
Since that time, people have struggled to accept Jesus’ 
words, especially his words about who he is. As we read in 

John’s first letter, some people claimed that the Son did not 
really become human (4:2-3). Even today, some claim that 
Jesus was an ethical teacher but not really the Son of God. 
Does not compute! 
 
The truth of Jesus’ Incarnation is so hard to grasp, and not 
just because we can’t fathom the immortal God becoming a 
mortal man. We struggle with the message of Christmas 
also because we find it hard to imagine that God would 
become human in order to be close to us and in order to 
reveal his love to us. Such humility, such love, simply does 
not compute. 
 
We’re still in the Christmas season, so as you pray today, 
take the time to “compute” or, better, to contemplate the 
reality of the Incarnation. Ponder, as Mary did, that the 
Father sent his Son as savior of the world (1 John 4:9). 
Marvel that God not only sent his Son but sent him for you! 
Be astounded that Jesus not only laid down his life but did 
it out of love for you. If this does not “compute,” you’re in 
good company. Just keep asking God to persuade you of his 
love. 
 
“Jesus, I stand in awe of who you are and all you have 
done for me.” 
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Today’s Announcements: 

 
- Happy birthday to Ben Hartery! 

 
- Today is day 3 of the advisement schedule. 



 
- We would like to wish our seniors safe travels today on their retreat. 

 
- We will have track trials and an information meeting for runners, pole vault, and throwing at the stadium this 

Friday after school for one hour; those who are in a winter sport are excused from the trials.  Please see Coach 
Dellenger if you have questions. 
 

- Quiz Bowl practice will be held after school tomorrow in room 104. 
 

- We would like to congratulate the Lady Irish Varsity Basketball team on their victory last night against Collins. 
We won 39-37. Players of the game were Chandler Wheeler, Quinlan Pisciotta, and Alayna Miller!  
 

- Women's soccer won their district game against Columbia last night. 
 

- If you are a lady interested in the Mississippi Gulf Coast Pageant and the Mississippi Gulf Coast Teen Pageant 
there is information available in the front office with Mrs. Collier. 
 

- All young men should be aware that your shirts must be tucked in and if not this is a violation of the dress code. 
 
 
 


