
 
 

  

DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Tuesday, January 14, 2020 

Today’s Prayer and Reflection: 
 
I was only pouring out my troubles to the Lord. (1 Samuel 
1:15) 
 
Communication is vital to good relationships, but we don’t 
tend to think about communication when it comes to our 
faith. That’s too bad, because Christianity is all about 
relationships, beginning with our relationship with God but 
also including our relationships within our church and 
among our loved ones. 
 
Some saints have been blessed to hear God speaking to 
them in visions, burning bushes, or angelic interventions. 
But in today’s first reading, we see Hannah communicating 
with God the way that most of us do, through prayer—and 
hearing him speak in a way that most of us can relate to, 
through another person. 
 
In the story, Hannah was praying so fervently that the priest 
Eli believed she was drunk and chastised her for it. Eli’s 
mistake is a classic case of poor observation leading to poor 
communication. Just a quick glance gave Eli all the 
information he thought he needed to know about Hannah, 
so he blundered in, embarrassing both himself and this poor 
woman. 
 
Fortunately, Eli’s blunder was short-lived. He listened 
humbly when Hannah corrected him and offered her his 

blessing. What could have been a contentious confrontation 
became a moment of connection and grace. Hannah 
returned home and “no longer appeared downcast” (1 
Samuel 1:18). 
 
Hannah’s ability to connect with Eli and find compassion 
from him brought peace to her troubled heart. It also helped 
convince her that God looked upon her with just as much 
compassion, and even more. So when Hannah realized that 
she was finally pregnant, she didn’t just celebrate her good 
fortune; she offered God a prayer of gratitude and praise 
(see today’s responsorial psalm). 
 
Hannah’s story teaches us a lesson: take your worries to 
God in prayer, and be open to hearing him answer through 
someone else. A kind word, an attentive ear, or a gentle 
course correction—God uses all these and more to reach us. 
That’s why we can’t expect to hear God only in mystical 
experiences. We also need to listen carefully to the people 
around us. 
 
God has a message for you today. So of course, pray. But 
also listen—closely, humbly, and constantly. 
 
“Lord, help me to see your face and hear your voice 
today.” 

 
Reprinted with permission of The Word Among Us, 7115 Guilford Dr #100, Frederick, MD  21704, wau.org. 

 

 
Today’s Announcements: 

 
- Happy birthday to Trystan Chevalier! 

 
- Today is day 7 of the advisement schedule. 



 
- There will not be a  parent meeting for the golf team this Wednesday. However, anyone who wants to play golf 

this season needs to come to Coach Smith’s room 217 Wednesday morning at 7:45.  
 

- There will not be an Interact Club meeting this week. The next meeting will take place on February 19. 
 

- Track Trials will be this Friday, January 17 after school. Please meet at the stadium and you will be assigned to 
your area.  New parents will meet in the stadium with Coach Dellenger. 
 

- The Junior High Math Club will meet in room 118 Wednesday morning at 7:40.  
 

- Auditions for the spring drama production will begin today at 3:05.  There are sign up sheets at Mrs. Trahan's 
door.  
 

- The library will be closed during lunch on Wednesday, January 15. 
 

- Choir rehearsal will be immediately after school on Wednesday in the band hall. 
 

- The boys eighth grade Irish basketball team advanced in the first round of the playoffs last night defeating 
Vancleave with a score of 41-26, improving to 11-1 on the season, and advancing to the championship game 
Thursday night. Ryan Roth led the team with 13 points, Jack Hewes added 12 points, Matthew Krass had 8, and 
Dylan Nguyen had 4. John Hay had a great defensive game and added 3 points. Great job, Irish. Good luck in the 
championship. 
 
 
 


