
 
 

  

DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Wednesday, January 15, 2020 

Today’s Prayer and Reflection: 
 
Speak, for your servant is listening. (1 Samuel 3:10) 
 
Yesterday, we saw how Eli mistook Hannah’s prayer for a 
child as the babbling of a drunken woman. Today, we see 
Eli mistaking young Samuel’s story of voices in the dark 
for nothing more than dreams coming from the boy’s vivid 
imagination. In both stories, Eli learns a vital lesson about 
listening—both to other people and, ultimately, to God. 
 
In his book How to Speak, How to Listen, philosopher 
Mortimer J. Adler explains what it means to approach a 
conversation with our ears ready to really hear. He points to 
a common tendency to not pay close attention because we 
think we already know what the other person is about to 
say. Instead, we focus mostly on what we’ll say in response. 
 
This seems to be Eli’s situation when Samuel wakes him up 
repeatedly, claiming to have heard a voice calling his name. 
Rather than asking Samuel to describe what he heard, Eli 
dismisses him brusquely and goes back to sleep. Eli thinks 
he knows exactly what is going on, and he has his response 
ready to go, probably before Samuel even finishes his story. 
It isn’t until the third time that the old man finally pays 
attention to Samuel’s story and helps him become the 
prophet God intended him to be. 

 
This story has so many memorable elements—a tired, old 
man; his eager young charge; and a case of mistaken 
identity—that we might miss the spiritual truth behind it. 
By telling us that even Eli got it wrong sometimes, it offers 
us a word of encouragement to learn to listen carefully to 
God. It tells us that the more we practice, the better we 
become at identifying God’s voice and his messages to us. 
But it also tells us that no matter how experienced we are in 
the spiritual life, we won’t always get it right. At least not 
on the first try. Only by spending time in prayer each day 
can we sharpen our spiritual “hearing,” while at the same 
time growing in the humility we’ll need when we make a 
mistake. 
 
So take Adler’s advice: listen carefully, especially in your 
prayer and when you read Scripture. Don’t make the 
mistake of thinking you already know what is coming. God 
might just surprise you. 
 
“Father, amid the distractions I will face today, help me to 
keep an open heart so that I can also keep my ears open to 
hear you.” 
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Today’s Announcements: 

 
- Happy birthday to Cathryn Otero and Emily Otero! 

 
- Today is day 7 of the advisement schedule. 

 



- Teachers, we will have our faculty meeting in the conference room during your planning period. We need to begin 
each meeting when the tardy bell rings. 
 

- Track Trials will be this Friday, January 17 after school. Please meet at the stadium and you will be assigned to 
your area.  New parents will meet in the stadium with Coach Dellenger. 
 

- The library will be closed during lunch today. 
 

- Choir rehearsal will be immediately after school today in the band hall. 
 

- Quiz Bowl team had their first match of the season recently facing OLA, Gulfport, and St. Stanislaus.  We 
defeated OLA 165 to 35 and Gulfport 150 to 55.  We are 2 and 0 and in third place in the district.  Congratulations 
to the Quiz Bowl Team! 
 

- Congratulations to the varsity men's basketball team for their 56-53 victory over North Forrest last night. The Irish 
were led by Drew Roth with 19 points and Michael Fitzpatrick with 17 points. Briggs Menendez, Nick Krass, 
Rhett Jones, and Chris Warren played well for the team. The Irish will host St. Stanislaus Friday night with the JV 
boys playing at 5pm followed by the varsity at 6. 
 

- Students who are auditioning today for the spring drama production are reminded to go to the auditorium right 
after school.  
 

- Please congratulate our December Students of the Month: 7th grade- Johnny Chatelain, Ella Fontan  8th grade- 
Kalin Cibene, Emily Moran  9th grade- Caroline Dellenger, Sarah Vyverberg  10th grade- Molly Bowen, Morgan 
Culbertson  11th grade- Aja Bui, Anna Tran  12th grade- Todd Fayard, Jacob Oropesa 
 
 
 
 


