
 
 

  

DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Thursday, January 16, 2020 

Today’s Prayer and Reflection: 
 
Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand, [and] touched 
the leper. (Mark 1:41) 
 
In Andrew Lloyd Webber’s musical The Phantom of the 
Opera, the title character is marred both physically and 
emotionally. This poor soul has suffered a lifetime of 
rejection and a lack of human intimacy. In the end, the kiss 
of the heroine Christine reaches through his self-pity and 
rage and brings him healing he had never thought possible. 
 
In a similar way, when the man in today’s Gospel asks 
Jesus, “Will you make me clean?” he is not asking only to 
be healed of his disease and disfigurement; he is also asking 
to be loved and welcomed by other people again. 
 
How long had it been since this man felt the touch of 
another person? Not a rough shove to get him out of the 
way, not the cruel pelting of stones from frightened 
children, but a hand offered in friendship or a caress given 
in love. How long since he had felt any kind of human 
companionship? No wonder Jesus was “moved with pity” 
(Mark 1:41)! And no wonder he did more than speak words 
of healing: he “stretched out his hand” and touched him 
(1:41). 
 

That touch from Jesus did more than overcome the man’s 
horrible disease. It overcame his isolation as well. By 
reaching out to him physically, Jesus drew him back into 
fellowship and belonging. He reconciled this man to 
everyone around him. 
 
We know that human touch is vital to our emotional and 
spiritual health. Think of how well an infant thrives when 
he is held, caressed, and cradled by his mother. Think of 
how positively anyone responds to a reassuring clap on the 
shoulder or a warm embrace. Through simple touch, we can 
speak volumes to each other, both about our companionship 
and about God’s love and compassion. 
 
So reach out and touch someone today. Don’t rely only on 
your words. And don’t leave everything to God, thinking 
that he will sweep in and magically transform that person’s 
life. Jesus is relying on you to minister his touch. He is 
relying on you to show people that their heavenly Father 
loves them, treasures them, and welcomes them into his 
kingdom. 
 
“Jesus, help me overcome my hesitation so that I can 
minister your healing touch.” 
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Today’s Announcements: 

 
- Happy birthday to Alayna Miller! 

 
- Today is day 2 of the advisement schedule. 

 



- Track Trials will be this Friday, January 17 after school. Please meet at the stadium and you will be assigned to 
your area.  New parents will meet in the stadium with Coach Dellenger. 
 
 
 
 
 


