
 
 

  

DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Friday, January 17, 2020 

Today’s Prayer and Reflection: 
 
Unable to get near Jesus. . . , they opened up the roof above 
him. (Mark 2:4) 
 
Four men carried their friend to the house where Jesus was 
preaching. Foremost in their minds was getting as close as 
possible. No matter what the obstacles, they would push 
through and not give up. “If we can just get to Jesus,” they 
told each other. They weren’t sure what to expect, but all 
the stories of healing they had heard filled them with hope 
and expectation. They wanted Jesus to heal their friend. 
 
What a beautiful image for intercessory prayer! When we 
intercede, we bring ourselves into the presence of 
Jesus—and we bring the person or situation we’re praying 
for right along with us. Filled with hope that Jesus can do 
anything, we lay the person at his feet and ask him for help. 
 
But how do we get ourselves into the presence of Jesus? 
One way is to start your intercessory time with worship. Set 
aside everything else that’s on your mind and focus on how 
wonderful Jesus is. Praise him for his power and mercy and 
love. Thank him for everything he has done for this person 
or in this situation already. Fix your heart on all that is good 

and holy and beautiful about Jesus, and you’ll drive out the 
fear, doubt, and anxiety that can keep you from knowing his 
presence. 
 
If you find doubt or worry creeping in because it looks like 
no answer is coming, imitate the men in today’s reading: 
don’t give up! They went so far as to climb the roof and 
take off the tiles so they could lower their friend in front of 
Jesus. Try to persist as well! Remember, Jesus knows the 
situation or the person completely; he won’t abandon you. 
 
Also, as you intercede, stay confident that Jesus is at work, 
even if it’s behind the scenes. It was that kind of confidence 
that drove the men to do whatever it took to reach Jesus. 
When Jesus sees your persistence, your confidence, and 
your faith, he will be moved with compassion. 
 
You can make a real difference. Your prayers can move 
Jesus’ own heart. That’s the promise of today’s Gospel—a 
promise that God wants you to never forget. 
 
“Jesus, I bring my loved ones into your presence. I believe 
that you can change everything.” 
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Today’s Announcements: 

 
- Celebrating a birthday this weekend is Joshua Roth, Kadence Sheppard and Mrs. Teresa Moon! 

 
- Today is day 3 of the advisement schedule. 

 
- If you signed up for track with Coach Dellenger, today’s track trials will be from 3:30-4:30 at the stadium 

 



- St. Patrick Junior High Lady Irish Soccer team defeated North Woolmarket 2 goals to 0 last night.  Madelynn 
Holder and Anna Katherine Thriffiley scored the goals for this win. Congratulations ladies! 
 

- The Fighting Irish Men's Basketball team will host St. Stanislaus tonight at 6pm. Come out and support the Irish 
this evening! 
 
 
 
 
 
 


