
 

  
 

DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Wednesday, February 19, 2020 

Today’s Prayer and Reflection: 
 
[Jesus] laid hands on the man’s eyes a second time and 
he saw clearly. (Mark 8:25) 
 
Today’s Gospel passage tells the story of a healing that 
didn’t quite work at first. Jesus had to lay his hands on a 
blind man not once but twice before the man could see. 
Surely Jesus could have healed him fully the first time, 
but he didn’t. Why not? And why would Mark include 
this “two step” healing in his Gospel? Maybe to show 
us something new about who God is and the way he 
works with us. 
 
God is compassionate. Jesus showed great gentleness in 
his interaction with this man. He “took the blind man by 
the hand and led him” away from the scrutiny of the 
crowds (Mark 8:23). He didn’t just heal him from a 
distance as he did with the centurion’s servant 
(Matthew 8:8-13). He came close. Close enough to 
touch his eyes, close enough to ask if he could see, and 
close enough to listen for his reply. How consoling this 
human contact must have been! Isolated by his 
blindness, he must have longed to experience such 
connection. 
 
God is persistent. Jesus surely knew that the man was 
only partially healed, but he asked anyway. He was 

looking to heal more than his physical blindness; he 
was concerned with his spiritual blindness as well. To 
his credit, the man responded honestly. It must have 
taken some courage to confess that people looked like 
trees. But had he simply thanked Jesus for the little bit 
he received and gone on his way, the man would have 
lived the rest of his life in physical and spiritual 
confusion. Jesus’ insistent questioning gave the man the 
courage to seek more. 
 
God is patient. Throughout his Gospel, Mark reveals 
Jesus as a tireless Teacher whose disciples continually 
misunderstand who he is. Many scholars believe that 
the blind man’s progressive healing points to Jesus’ 
patience in helping his disciples to see. Jesus kept 
working with them, he kept working with the blind 
man, and he will keep working with us. 
 
The same Jesus who drew the blind man aside with 
compassion seeks to be close to us today. He will 
persistently touch us, heal us, and listen to our needs. 
He will patiently help us to believe, until we see him 
face-to-face. 
 
“Jesus, please help me to see you more clearly today.” 
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Today’s Announcements: 
 
- Happy birthday to Adnan Khan, Olivia Seymour, and Victoria Trosclair! 
 
- Today is day 1 of the advisement schedule. 
 
- Students, we have officially passed the halfway point for our Pennies for Patients fundraiser.  Mrs. Farragut's 

first period is in the lead with Dr. Casey and Mrs. Aldrich not far behind.  Also, beginning today and 
continuing this week during lunch you will have the opportunity to win a chance to pie your teacher.  Each 
participating teacher will have a bucket set up in the cafeteria. Each dollar you donate is a chance to have your 
name entered to throw a pie at that particular teacher. Participating teachers include: Mrs. Cloud, Mrs. 
Farragut, Dr. Casey, Coach Smith, Coach Williams, Mr. Creel, Mr. Hommell, and Sr. Kelly. 

 
- The Interact meeting today after school will take place in Ms. Lawson's room. 
 
- The following clubs will take pictures after mass tomorrow in the gym:  National Junior Honor Society, SAVE 

Club, Interact Club, Junior High Math Club, Spanish/French Club, Students for Life, and Science Olympiad. 
 
- St. Mary Parish in Woolmarket invites students in grades 9-12 to a special study program about YOU:  Life, 

Love, and the Theology of the Body.  This 10-week program will be held on Wednesday nights from 5-7pm 
beginning March 4th.  This may be a great way to grow in holiness during Lent.  The information night to sign 
up is next Wednesday (Ash Wednesday) at 5 pm at St. Mary. Space is limited!  See Ms. Cloud for more 
information.  

  
- The Fighting Irish varsity men's basketball team defeated Union last night 32-28 in a tough defensive game. 

The team is now 21-8 on the season and will host the defending state champion Bay Springs Bulldogs 
Saturday at 6pm. 

 
- The Fighting Irish varsity baseball team played 2 complete innings last night before the umpires called the 

game due to fog. The baseball team will be back in action Friday against St. Martin. 


