
 

  
 

DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Friday, February 21, 2020 

Today’s Prayer and Reflection: 
 
Faith without works is dead. (James 2:26) 
 
It’s too bad. Ever since the time of the Reformation, 
believers have had a hard time reading this verse of 
Scripture without feeling they have to defend their 
interpretation of it. Are we really justified by faith 
alone? Or does faith need to manifest itself in actions? 
 
James wasn’t embroiled in such theological difficulties 
when he wrote this letter. He was simply responding 
like a good pastor. He saw members of his church 
failing to live out what they claimed to believe. They 
assumed that since they had faith, they didn’t need to 
push themselves to help the people around them. So 
James wrote this letter to shake up his readers. Did you 
notice he even calls them “you ignoramus” (2:20)? 
Clearly, he wanted to grab their attention and get them 
to notice how badly they had been treating each other. 
 
You might have heard the saying “Love is a verb.” 
Love is expressed in action, not just in feeling. James is 
pointing out that faith is a “verb” too. Faith has to be 
expressed in action. Believing in Jesus changes our 
thoughts, yes, but it also changes what we do. It 

changes how we spend our money and our time. It 
changes the way we speak and the way we listen. 
 
Jesus makes a similar point in today’s Gospel. If we 
want to follow him, we need to follow his example—in 
our actions. That’s what he means when he tells us to 
deny ourselves and take up our crosses. 
 
So let James wake you up today. Take a moment to 
reflect on the ways your actions show the vitality of 
your faith and the ways they do not. Start the day by 
telling the Lord that you want to live out what you 
profess. Then at the end of the day, ask, How did my 
actions show my faith? Give thanks for any successes, 
and if you feel you fell short, ask the Lord how you can 
do better tomorrow. 
 
Lent starts next week. It’s the perfect opportunity to 
think about practical ways you can make some changes 
in your weekly routines. What could you do to exercise 
your faith, to help it grow by acting it out? 
 
“Jesus, teach me how to live out more fully the truths 
that I believe about you.” 
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Today’s Announcements: 
 
- Happy birthday to Knox Brogdon, Christopher Frazier, James Frazier, Micah Gollott and Gabriela Quintana! 

Celebrating birthdays this extended weekend are Joshua Gautier, Riley Goodhart, Luke Meyers, Sabree Puzz, 
Leila Ransonet, and Ashlyn Stegall! 

 
- Today is day 3 of the advisement schedule. 
 
- St. Mary Parish in Woolmarket invites students in grades 9-12 to a special study program about YOU:  Life, 

Love, and the Theology of the Body.  This 10-week program will be held on Wednesday nights from 5-7pm 
beginning March 4th.  This may be a great way to grow in holiness during Lent.  The information night to sign 
up is next Wednesday (Ash Wednesday) at 5 pm at St. Mary. Space is limited!  See Ms. Cloud for more 
information.  

  
- St. Thomas Catholic Church in Long Beach is having a Lenten mission on March 9, 10, and 11 at 6:30 pm 

each night titled "Angels and the Spiritual Life." This will be presented by Fr. Mike Austin, the pastor of Holy 
Family Parish. All are invited to attend any or all of these evenings (other friends of yours also welcome). 

 
- For the 2nd year, Nativity BVM School will host the Saints Shenanigans - Sister Mary Jo Memorial Race - 1 

Mile Fun Run & 5K Race on Saturday, March 7th.  Nativity BVM School is in search of St. Patrick student 
volunteers for face painting and event management at the race from 7:00 to 10:00am at Biloxi City Hall. 
Please see Mrs. Edwards in the front office to sign up. 

 
- The Fighting Irish men’s basketball team will host Bay Springs Saturday night at 6pm in the second round of 

the state basketball playoffs. 
 
- Congratulations to the Fighting Irish Gold eSports team for defeating the Petal High School Panthers in 

yesterday's Rocket League match. Landen Petersen, Anthony Mattina, and Jonathan Galle won three out of 
three matches, with Landen Petersen leading the team with a total of 12 goals. 


