
 

  
 

DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Wednesday, February 26, 2020 

Today’s Prayer and Reflection: 
 
Return to me with your whole heart, with fasting, and 
weeping, and mourning. (Joel 2:12) 
 
Lent begins each year with this reading from the 
prophet Joel. It’s clear that the Church chose this 
passage so that we too would return to God with our 
whole heart during Lent. 
 
For the Israelites, returning to God meant that everyone 
gathered together and begged the Lord to save them. 
Together they also fasted, including those usually 
exempt from fasting, such as the elderly, children, and 
newlyweds. As they turned to the Lord with heartfelt 
repentance—with their “whole heart”—God “was 
stirred to concern” and “took pity on his people” (Joel 
2:12, 18). 
 
Just as sin is a turning away from God, this passage 
shows us that repentance is a turning toward him. And 
that is cause for hope. Why? 
 
Because the One we are turning to is the God who takes 
pity on us, just as he did on the Israelites. 

Because the One we are turning to created us in love 
and wants nothing more than for us to walk by his side. 
 
Because the One we are turning to is the all-merciful 
God who sent his Son into the world to redeem us so 
that we could have a relationship with him and abide 
with him forever. 
 
Because the One we are turning to knows everything 
about us—the good as well as the bad—and still calls us 
to follow him and become his disciples. 
 
So as you begin the season of Lent, don’t hold anything 
back from the Lord. Come to him with honesty and 
humility and confess your sins. But remember that as 
you are turning away from sin, you are also turning 
toward God. Through prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, 
keep turning to him. Believe that just as he did with the 
Israelites, he will respond to your heartfelt 
repentance—with forgiveness, mercy, and the grace to 
make lasting changes in your life. 
 
“Jesus, help me to keep turning toward you this Lent.” 
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Today’s Announcements: 
 
- Happy birthday to Laura Patino! 
 
- Today is day 4 of the advisement schedule. 
 
- St. Mary Parish in Woolmarket invites students in grades 9-12 to a special study program about YOU:  Life, 

Love, and the Theology of the Body.  This 10-week program will be held on Wednesday nights from 5-7pm 
beginning March 4th.  This may be a great way to grow in holiness during Lent.  The information night to sign 
up is tonight at 5 pm at St. Mary. Space is limited!  See Ms. Cloud for more information.  

  
- St. Thomas Catholic Church in Long Beach is having a Lenten mission on March 9, 10, and 11 at 6:30 pm 

each night titled "Angels and the Spiritual Life." This will be presented by Fr. Mike Austin, the pastor of Holy 
Family Parish. All are invited to attend any or all of these evenings (other friends of yours also welcome). 

 
- For the 2nd year, Nativity BVM School will host the Saints Shenanigans - Sister Mary Jo Memorial Race - 1 

Mile Fun Run & 5K Race on Saturday, March 7th.  Nativity BVM School is in search of St. Patrick student 
volunteers for face painting and event management at the race from 7:00 to 10:00am at Biloxi City Hall. 
Please see Mrs. Edwards in the front office to sign up. 

 
- The results are in for the Pennies for Patients Pie the Teacher Contest.  Pies will be thrown immediately 

following school dismissal on Monday, March 2, in the south courtyard. The winners for each teacher are as 
follows: Olivia Leatherman for Dr. Casey; Andrew Moore for Mrs. Cloud; Anna Grace Young for Mr. Creel; 
Bryon Shepherd for Mrs. Farragut; Ian Gerretse for Mr. Hommell; Emily Moran for Sr. Kelly; Gaby Rizk for 
Coach Williams; Gabriel Pellegrin for Coach Smith; Cade Meyers for Mrs. Worrel. 

 
Thank you to all who donated last week. We still need everyone's help to reach our school-wide goal for our 
Pennies for Patients fundraiser that ends this Friday. Everyone can continue to donate in their first period class 
through Friday morning. 

 
- Congratulations to the Junior High Math Club Members for their victories this weekend at the MathCounts 

tournament. Captain Jade Agler won first place (individual) for the entire tournament, as well as taking home 
the coveted Lighting Round trophy.  Along with Jade, our team of Matthew Krass, Cohen Weinhofer, and 
Adam Tran won first place (team) and will all advance to state next month.  Evan Holliman placed in the top 
10 for individual scores, and Madi Dickinson and Anna Katherine Thriffiley were ranked in the top 25.  

 
- Interact Club and Key Club: There will be a bridge walk on Saturday, March 7, for the needy. Signups are in 

Ms. Lawson's room. 
 
- The Fighting Irish varsity men’s basketball team defeated Bay Springs Saturday night 65-60. The Irish were 

led by Nick Krass with 21 points, while Drew Roth and Michael Fitzpatrick added 12 each. Rhett Jones added 
10 points and 5 assists. The Irish received major contributions from Beau Muller and Isaiah Jefferson, who 
scored two clutch baskets for the team. St. Patrick will travel to Pearl River Community College Friday. They 
will play Philadelphia at 8:30pm. Coach Robinson and the players would like to thank the parents, fans, and 
the student section for their support. 

 
- Eighth graders, please remember to turn in your field trip permission slip today and to bring your $6 tomorrow 

morning as you board the bus.  If you have not gotten a permission slip, you need to pick up a form from 
Coach Williams in room 115 before lunch today.  You will not be able to attend the field trip without a signed 
permission slip. 


